
What is Sustainability?
“Nothing important gets done alone.”- Daniel Goleman

Building relationships is reflected in many of the features 
you will find in our holiday newsletter. Click here for Board 
of Education goals. All of our activities are connected to 
providing a student-centered environment where we engage 
our community and students in the kind of active involvement 
that promotes deeper learning and application to the world 
outside school walls. Relationships and sustainability are 
connected through through focusing on living together in 
ways that promote connections. For example, the gardens 
that are now in various phases of development at every school 
serve to grow food that has been shared with the Putnam 
Valley Food Pantry and provides a deeper understanding of 
healthy lifestyles. 
A District-wide sustainability committee is working to embed 
the theme into the curriculum and has created an informative 
website featured on our District site. The vision for Sustain 
PV provides the window into our long term exploration of 
community: Putnam Valley students will be healthy and 
productive citizens within our community and our world by 
understanding and appreciating the history of Putnam Valley, 
interacting with and studying the natural resources within our 
community and applying this knowledge to solve issues in and 
outside of Putnam Valley. Our students will be at the forefront 
of dialogue and action around sustainability.

Download our Mobile App-

      Putnam Valley CSD
      Blackboard K-12

      *****    Free  

In our “Wordle” below, our teachers described the 
factors they aspire to feel every day to benefit our 
students and their learning. See more information on 

Yale RULER  on page 4.

http://www.pvcsd.org/BOE/pdf/2017-18-District_Goals-Action_Items-WSBM-10-12-17.pdf
https://sites.google.com/pvcsd.org/sustainpv/ 
https://sites.google.com/pvcsd.org/sustainpv/ 


New Schedules in the High School this Year

The High School introduced a new schedule this year 
that includes some rotation and longer periods.  This has 
allowed for more opportunity for project based and active 
learning and time to master new material.  Professional 
development has been provided by the High School 
leadership team and the response by the majority of 
students has been positive. Students are appreciating their 
time management, expressing the lessening of stress as 
homework for all classes is not due each night and they 
are finding more time to study effectively.  Check out this 
clip from our Student Representative, Sarah Broas.

New Start Time for PVHS Beginning September 2018

Information on this initiative was sent 
to the community in early November.  
In September, the High School start 
time will move to a start time of 7:50 
am in alignment with the Middle 
School.  Research on adolescent sleep 
patterns and the significant impact 
the lack of sleep has on our health and 
wellbeing throughout our lifetimes 
were a driving force in this change.  
Issues of driver safety, attendance and 
academic achievement were also noted 
with indication that even a ½ hour 
change could have a positive impact on 
student wellbeing.  
Administrators have found solutions 
or compromises for athletic practices 
and clubs.  Bus routes will be prepared 
and sent to the community by the end 
of January so parents will have time 
to review the changes.  In many cases 
,the new schedule will result in shorter 
routes and much less time spent on the 
bus.  In fact, for a number of students, 
the revised bus schedule can translate 
into an hour more of sleep.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lVz4Y3QE0HE&feature=youtu.be&t=1h12m1s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lVz4Y3QE0HE&feature=youtu.be&t=1h12m1s 
http://www.pvcsd.org/parent_resources/late_start.php


Facilities Planning Committee Gets to Work

A volunteer District Facilities Planning committee has met four times this fall to examine District facility 
needs to upgrade facilities that no longer effectively support the next generation learning program that the 
District is striving to offer. This is particularly a challenge at the Middle School built in 1972, and sections of the 
Elementary School facilities originally constructed in the 1930s, 40s and 50s. The committee is developing a plan 
for capital projects that could begin as a portion of the District’s debt service provides an opportunity to prepare 
a capital project that would not impact the tax rate. Some of the suggestions include improved  academic, arts, 
athletic and physical education spaces at the middle school and flexible learning environments at the Elementary 
School. We heard from the architects on the work they are doing in other districts to provide 21st century 
learning accommodations and are reviewing fiscal estimates and possibilities that are most efficient. Click to read 
Superintendent, Dr. Will’s email.

“We shape our buildings; thereafter, they shape us.”
-Winston Churchill

Our District offices have moved to the back lot of the Elementary School campus.  

Committee in MS Active Learning Lab (ALL) Room

http://pvcsd.org/superintendent/110317.php


The District has been working with the Yale Center 
for Emotional Intelligence to provide professional 
development that would support staff and students 
in greater understanding the role emotions play in 
learning and building a positive and productive school 
culture. RULER stands for Recognize, Understand, 
Label, Express, and Regulate  emotions. Emotional 
intelligence has been found to be a major factor in 
success and happiness throughout life.  

Training Initiatives

Several teachers have been trained in the instructional 
process behind the Learner Active Technology Infused  
(LATI) classroom. Students develop independent 
thinking and learning skills and build self-directed 
confidence and collaborative, critical thinking strategies.  
They are prepared for successful 21st century learning 
and skill sets.  Click here to view the LATI Presentation.

Click here for the IB Learner Profile and here for the IB Approaches to Learning.

International Baccalaureate Coming to PVHS  

Putnam Valley High School has received approval of 
its application from the IB organization to become 
a candidate for admission. Schools that have been 
accepted into the IB network have transformed their 
learning process for all students, greatly benefitted 
students and communities and are seen as lighthouse 
educational institutions by colleges and universities 
as well as corporate enterprises with international 
reputations.
IB is a model that connects our students to their 
counterparts in international schools around the 
globe and is based on an inquiry process that 
prepares students for college and career. It is a 
learning model that allows students to explore their 
passions and obtain feedback from scholars in other 
countries. In our area Dobbs Ferry, Harrison, Red 
Hook, Millbrook, Rockville Center are IB schools. 
Somers has also applied for consideration as an IB 
school. 

http://www.pvcsd.org/pdf/parent_night_ide_LATI.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/fd82f70643ef4086b7d3f292cc214962/learner-profile-en.pdf 
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/flyers-and-artworks/approaches-to-teaching-learning-dp-en.pdf 


Mandarin Chinese is now offered at PVMS. Seventh 
graders enjoy a special day with their teacher, Ms.Ping 
Moroney.  Check out this video link.

“Rethinking the classroom, not just the curriculum.”

Putnam Valley schools have had a busy fall with a number of new initiatives. 

Science Research continues successfully in the HS 
which will also offer a new AP computer science course 
next year.

“There’s only one you in this great big world. 
Make it a better place.”

Campus Cleanup  
MS students lead cleanup effort at HS/MS campus.

More pictures.

The outdoor classroom at the Elementary School.

All ES students painted a rock for our beautiful 
pathway dedicated to Fatima Martinez.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2auJ_nWjiTUUnFHLU1uUm0wYjg/view?usp=sharing 
https://goo.gl/BSwcvm


Interview with the Board of Education
Student Representatives.

You are enrolled in the Science Research Program. 
What has been your greatest motivation in Science 
Research and tell us a little bit about your project?
Sarah:  I am excited to be competing with my project 
in upcoming competitions!  As a student in the PV 
Authentic Science Research program, I am conducting 
original research at Fordham University. My research 
is in cardiac tissue engineering. After an individual 
experiences a heart attack, areas of the heart are 
damaged. This often results in insufficient functionality 
of the heart. My research is on the development of a 
patch that can be implanted onto the damaged area. The 
patch is meant to integrate with the heart, stimulating 
new tissue growth, and hopefully bringing back the 
original or close to the original functionality of the 
heart. I commute to Fordham University several days a 
week in order to complete my research. 
Erin: I’m in my third and final year of Science Research.  
My topic is Facial Expression Recognition in Artificial 
and Real Stimuli with Correlation to Age.  I first got 
into this topic because I’m studying to be a film maker 
in the future and wanted to be able to direct actors 
in how to emit certain facial expression. I’ve had the 
wonderful opportunity to study with Dr. Matthew 
Grizzard, Assistant Professor of Communications at 
the University of Buffalo, who is submiting the research 
paper we wrote to a national conference in Prague. If it’s 
accepted, I’ll be able to have my paper published. 

What extra-curricular activities do you participate in?
Erin: I keep busy by participating in a total of ten 
clubs: Make A Difference Club (treasurer), History 
Club (co-president), World Language Club, Stage Crew 
(treasurer & production stage manager), Art Club, 
Student Council (president), Student Government (co-
president), Newspaper Club, Guitar Club (founder), and 
Girl Scouts. I am also in four honor societies: English, 
Science, National, and Tri-M Music Honor Society.
Sarah: At school, I am involved with the environmental 
club, Science National Honor Society, English National 
Honor Society, Foreign Language Honor Society, and 
Mu Alpha Theta. I hold a Senator position in my class 
government and the Vice President position in the 
student council.

How would you describe your involvement in 
Student Council?
Erin Pedersen, President: 
We project the students voice 
for the school by bringing 
up concerns of the students 
and planning events. It helps 
me learn how to voice  and 
express how  everybody 
feels.  It teaches me a lot 
about leadership. Going to 
the meetings is eye opening 
learning what the school 
does behind the scenes that I wouldn’t have known as 
a student and bringing that back to the student body. 

Sarah Broas, Vice President: 
One of my responsibilities is to 
attend all BOE meetings. This 
is an opportunity that I have 
truly enjoyed. By attending 
meetings, not only do I get 
to represent the student 
population, I get to have a 
complete understanding of 
what is going on in the school 
district, and district goals. This  

is something I sincerely value as a junior in the District.
What Community Service do you participate in?
Sarah: On the weekends I enjoy volunteering for an 
organization called SPARC. They have a therapeutic 
horseback riding program for kids with developmental 
disabilities. I have been working with horses since 
the age of 8, so volunteering to teach children with 
disabilities how to ride horses is an activity that I very 
much look forward to every week.
Erin: I’ve helped organize and run fundraisers for 
National Honor Society, Student Government, World 
Language Club, etc. I participate in the mentoring 
program with students at the middle school which 
helps the younger children be a part of a safe, healthy, 
and fun environment. I also tutor many students in 
science, english, and playing the flute.
What are your plans after high school?
Erin: I will be attending Ithaca College next year to 
study Film, Photograph, and Visual Arts. I’m very 
excited and hope to continue doing research with Dr. 
Matthew Grizzard while I’m there as well. 
Sarah: After graduating from high school I plan on 
continuing my education and pursuing a career in the 
sciences, possibly research.



 

Proudly Presents

Book by Jeffrey Lane 
Music and Lyrics by David Yazbek

$12.00 Adults in advance / $15.00 at door 
$5.00 Students & Senior Citizens

Putnam Valley High School Performing Arts Center
146 Peekskill Hollow Rd. Putnam Valley, New York 10579

For Information Call (845) 526-7847 x 1369 

Friday, April 20th, 2018 - 7:00 PM 
Saturday, April 21st, 2018 - 7:00 PM 
Sunday, April 22nd, 2018 -  2:00 PM

BUY TICKETS ONLINE www.pvcsd.org
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